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VSAA families: 
 
We would like to remind all students and parents 
regarding the importance of safety and courtesy 
when driving and parking in the VSAA neighbor-
hood. The safety of our students is our highest pri-
ority. We also strive to be considerate neighbors. 
 
Please observe the posted speed limits and limit 
street parking to only those areas legally authorized 
for parking. For example, the city prohibits parking 
on the West Side of F street from 32nd street to the 
VSAA entrance. Do not obstruct driveways (and if 
a neighbor asks you to move,  please do so). Addi-
tionally, the upper parking lot is strictly reserved for 
our student drivers. This area is not to be used dur-
ing pick-up time at the end of the school day. 
 
Students who drive to and from school should regis-
ter their vehicles with the school and park in the stu-
dent lot (there are still spaces available). Students 
are encouraged to ride buses to limit traffic conges-
tion. We also encourage parents to stagger pickup 
times, by picking older students up at 4:15 PM ra-
ther than 4:05 PM. This will help limit congestion at 
dismissal. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please con-
tact Lori Rotherham or Jennifer Hockhalter. 
 
Thank you for your thoughtful attention to the safe-
ty of our students and community, 
 
Lori Rotherham 
Principal 
Vancouver School of 
Arts and Academics 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

VSAA Mission Statement 

 

Vancouver School of Arts and Academics, a focused learning community, believes our students learn best when arts and academics are integrated. 
Through collaboration and inquiry, individuals are challenged to think critically, creatively and artistically. 

Vancouver School of Arts  and Academics 

  Important Phone Numbers 
  

       School Office   313-4600 
 
       School Fax     313-4601 
 
       Business Office  313-4603 
 
       Attendance Office  313-4620 
  



Dressing for School     
 
To promote a positive and safe learn-

ing environment please make your-

self aware of the following guide-

lines. 
 

Articles of clothing that portray 

drugs, alcohol, profanity,  sexual vul-

garity or gang clothing are not acceptable. In addition, 

clothing that is excessively revealing, allow underwear 

to be visible, expose a bare midriff, or are inappropri-

ately short (the finger tip rule is used) are also not per-

mitted.  
 

Certain classes or activities may require prescribed 

dress and should only be worn during those classes/

activities. Shoes are to be worn at all times with the 

exception of dance classes. 

 
Fitness Clothing 

Requirements 
 

The most important consider-
ation is that all middle school students dress appropri-
ately to do calisthenics, run, or engage in group games. 
Skirts, tight blue jeans and over large basketball shorts 
are not appropriate. Footgear should be a flexible, 
sneaker-like shoe.  Heavy boot-like shoes, sandals, flip 
flops, etc. are unsafe and not appropriate. We encour-
age students to bring their own personal moist 
towelettes and deodorant.  For hygienic reasons, these 
items should not be shared.   
 

Please consult the Student Handbook for the district 
non-participation policy and the requirement of a phy-
sician's note is the only way to not participate in 
physical education. It is very impor tant that the 
school nurse be notified of any long term medical con-
dition that the PE/Fitness staff should be aware of. 
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Address & Phone Changes 
 

Please stop by the VSAA office before school starts to 
inform us of any changes in your: 

 Address 

 Phone Number (Home, Work, or Cell) 

 E-mail Address 

 Emergency Contacts 
 

You may email your changes to our registrar:  
joy.schnidrig @vansd.org 

Dance Apparel Information 
 

For all students enrolled in a dance 
class the standard student apparel is 
footless black tights/leggings or fit-
ted shorts and a leotard for girls and 
footless leggings or fitted shorts for 
boys with a form fitting T-shirt. 
There are leotards available at dance 
apparel shops for a VSAA student 
discount (The Leotard in Portland). Students en-
rolled in Dance Foundations or Dance Ensemble 
should discuss with their teacher the need for ballet 
shoes.  Dance Explore students dance barefoot as 
modern dance is the emphasis at VSAA.  All dance 
students will be assigned a locker and lock.  As 
with PE, dance students should have personal 
wipes and deodorant.   

Community Service  

Leadership Scholarship 
 

If you enjoy contributing your time and effort to 
make the VSAA community a better place, have we 
got the organization for you!  
 
Interested and eligible 10th, 11th, and12th graders are 
invited to apply for membership in VSAA’s chapter 
of the National Honor Society for the 2019-20 school 
year.   
 
Applications will be available during the first full 
week of school.  The application may also be down-
loaded from the VSAA National Honor Society 
webpage.   
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The 2019-2020 yearbooks are on sale now, and just $50!  

We only order the number of yearbooks that are paid for. 
We won’t have extras. Don’t miss out! 

 

 

Always bring in your photo ID!   
(Driver’s License, Military ID, or Passport) 

Whenever you go into a school, you will need to show ID.  

 
Our top priority is to keep our students safe. 

Volunteers Needed 
 

 
Want to start the new school 
year right?  Start by becoming 
part of our VSAA Volunteer 
Team!  Contact Danelle to get 
started: (360) 313-4627 or  
Danelle.schaff@vansd.org  

School Attendance  
 

Attending school regularly helps students feel better about school and themselves. Building this habit starts with the first day of 
school so they can learn right away that going to school on time, every day is important. Good attendance is critical to school suc-
cess. 
 
All absences must be excused within three school days after the student returns to school. You may enter an absence in Skyward, 
send a note to the office, or email Malissa.Sharp@vansd.org    
 
Absences can be excused for the following reasons: 

 Illness (doctor’s note is required if absent 5 days or more in a month) 

 Health care appointments 

 Emergencies 

 Religious Activity 

 School Activities 

 Prearranged Absences (must be approved prior to absence by the school principal) 
 

When your student is leaving school early, they must have a written note from a parent/guardian BEFORE they leave and check 
out with the attendance office when it is time to leave.  Please remember that only those listed on your Emergency Contact list will 
be allowed to pick up your student.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Student Planners in Advocacy 
 

Every middle school student will be receiving a student planner 
containing a yearly calendar and agenda. The goal is to assist 
students in organizing assignments, classes and important dates. 
Parents are strongly encouraged to review the planners with 
their students periodically to keep informed of all relevant 
school information.  
 

The first planner is free, but replacements for lost planners will 
cost $4.00 and supplies are limited. 
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Food Services 
 
We serve high school breakfast/lunch. This means more va-
riety and larger portions.  
 
 

Student Lunch                          $2.55(daily) 
Student Breakfast                             $1.05 (daily) 
Adult Lunch                                     $3.40 
Adult Breakfast                         $1.50 
Milk or Juice                                 .45  
(if purchased separately) 

 
 

All students have a food service account that functions like a 
debit account. Checks and cash may be deposited into a stu-
dent’s account at any time and any denomination is accepta-
ble. No change will be made by building staff. Please make 
all checks payable to VSAA. The student’s debit account 
cannot accommodate charges. Students must have money 
in their account to cover the cost of the meal.   
 
 

Children from households that meet federal income guide-
lines are eligible for free meals or reduced-price meals. You 
will need to complete an application for free or reduced-price 
meals as soon as possible, sign it, and return it to your 
youngest child’s school for approval. Only one application 
per family is necessary. Applications are available in the 
school office.  
 

Breakfast at no cost will be served to those children who 
qualify for free and reduced-price meals.  
 

If you qualified last year for free and reduced price meals, 
that status will be honored for the first month of school. 
 
Parents may monitor their child’s account balance and add 
funds to it through their Skyward Family Access Account. 
 
 

 

Should you have any questions about our lunch 
system, please call the Nutrition Services Office at 
313-1190. 
 
 
 
 

 

Main Door  
Monitoring   

System 
 

 
Between the hours of 9:35 am and 4:05 pm, the building 
doors are locked. Visitors, late arrivals and volunteers need 
to ring the bell and remain in front of the camera. Front 
office staff will let you in after they verify your identity. 

 
 
 

2019-20 VSAA Art Theme: 
Our Stories:  

Within You, Without You 

Remember:  
Most Mondays have 

Early  Release at 
3:25pm   
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New cell phone policy 
  

VSAA classes have a policy regarding cell phone use in the 
classroom during class time. 
 

To allow students to be fully present and engaged during classroom instruction, activities, discus-
sions, and presentations, our classrooms will be No Phone Zones.  This includes advocacy, en-
richment and core. This means that students should have their phones on silent and in their 
backpacks, bags or purses during class time. The only exception to this is a teacher-initiated 
activity for which a phone is necessary. For example, in dance, music, or ASL, students may 
need to access certain music on their phones. If students use their phones during class time, class-
rooms all have secure locations or procedures for putting the phones away until class is over, or in 
the case of repeated concerns, we will lock them in the office for retrieval by the student or parent at 
the end of the day. Many of our classes have already implemented similar procedures and have 
even come up with creative titles for their secure phone storage, such as “cellcatraz” and “phone 
vacation.” 
 
We understand that some students find it helpful to listen to music on headphones during work time. 
They will have the opportunity to continue to do so with their Chromebooks. We are fortunate to be 
able to issue this technology to all students, and provide them with a variety of electronic tools for 
their use during classes and beyond. Phones need not serve as a substitute for Chromebooks that 
are not charged prior to the school day. We have some chargers available, classroom computers, 
and even pens, pencils and paper if needed. 
 
Students can use their phones during lunches, before and after school, as well as during passing 
time. 
 
If you need to reach your student during class time, please call the office and we will connect you 
with your student. 
 
Our intention is not to be punitive with students, but rather to help them be present in classes, make 
face-to-face connections with their peers and develop the essential adult skill of knowing what is ap-
propriate in a given setting or environment, including a college classroom or place of work.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at lori.rotherham@vansd.org or (360) 313-4605 

During the last week of June, Eric Bacon, Nathan Keldsen, 
Alyssa Maggi and Spoons Bradshaw traveled to Louisville, KY with 
Mr. Winkley to attend and compete in the National SkillsUSA Leader-
ship and Skills Conference.  Competitors spent the week competing 
against, exchanging pins and possibly meeting competitors from all 
50 states, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Eric and Nathan 
competed and earned an Honorable Mention by placing fifth out of 32 
teams in the Digital Cinema Production competition. They also earned a “Skills Points Certificate” 
which means their work met an industry standard..  Spoons also earned a “Skills Points Certificate” 
through her work in the T-shirt Design competition. Alyssa competed in Job Interview, one of the 
most competitive of the Leadership competitions. The students qualified for Nationals by placing 
first at the Washington State competition in April of last year. 
If you or your student is interested in the SkillsUSA club at VSAA, please contact Mr. Berhow 
(andy.berhow@vansd.org) or Mr. Winkley (ken.winkley@vansd.org) 

mailto:lori.rotherham@vansd.org
mailto:andy.berhow@vansd.org


 

 

 

 



 

 

 



WHAT is EDDE? 
 
EDDE is the VSAA Extended Day Dance Ensemble, 
an extracurricular opportunity for students interested 
in furthering their dance experience.  Open to stu-
dents grades 7-12 who are enrolled in a dance class at 
VSAA, there is an emphasis on student choreogra-
phy, personalized coaching, and providing unique guest artist experiences.  EDDE is a year long commitment 
with a culminating evening concert performance in February in addition to opportunities to participate in re-
gional and national festivals, performance tours to VPS schools, and attending concerts in the Portland ar-
ea.  The yearlong commitment is T/Th mornings from 8:00 am - 9:20, transportation not provided.  Contact 
Jackie Sacks for more information. 

 

 

 





 



 

2019- 2020 VSAA 
School Newsletter  

The VSAA Newsletter will be posted on our school website at:  
http://arts.vansd.org and we will send out an e-mail letting you know that the newsletter is available on our school’s web-
site (if you have supplied us with your current e-mail address).   
 

If you would prefer a mailed copy for the rest of the school year, please complete the form below and bring it into the 
front office or fax it to 313-4601 or e-mail the information below to Malissa.Sharp@vansd.org. 
 
  

Please mail the VSAA Newsletter to my residence. 
 

Please print clearly. 
 
Student(s) Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________________________________  State: ______  Zip: _______________________ 
 
Home Phone #: ______________________________________ Cell Phone # ___________________________________________ 

TRANSPORTING 
PROHIBITED 
ITEMS:    

                (WAC 392-145-021) 
 
 
 

Heavy, sharp, bulky and/or other 
articles, which may be hazardous in the event of an acci-
dent or emergency stop, shall not be transported in the 
passenger area of any school bus. Specific attention is 
directed to items such as skis, ski poles, vaulting poles, 
musical instruments, riser platforms, etc. 

 

Teachers and all other school district staff shall refrain 
from requesting students to transport prohibited items 
between home and school on a school bus. Items, which 
shall not be transported within the passenger area of a 
school bus, also include all forms of animal life (except 
service animals), firearms, weapons, breakable containers, 
flammables, and all other articles that could adversely 
affect the safety of the bus and passengers.   

The following is a partial list of items NOT allowed: 

   
 
 

Aquariums 
Large musical Instruments 
Toothpick sculpture 
Loud radios 
Laser lights 
Golf clubs 
Anything that can break  
   into dangerous fragments 
Trench Coats 

Glass jars 
Risers 
Suckers with sticks 
Balloons (helium or other-
wise) 
Animals (except service ani-
mals) 
Aerosol cans/perfume 
Scooters 
Skateboards 
 

Weapons 
Squirt guns 
Spiked athletic shoes   
  (may be secured in bag) 
Pins (straight) 
Baseball bats  
Basketball (may be  
   secured in bag) 
Balls of any kind (can be  
   secured in bag) 
Chemicals (including 
   Mace-type substances) 
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Note to Senior Parents: Please keep in mind the following deadlines:   
Senior Portraits Due: FRIDAY, November 8th 
 
Baby Ads PHOTOS Due: Monday, November 18th 
You may purchase a baby ad through the business office, starting September 1st.  
Purchasing the ad will reserve your spot. Baby Ads are first come, first served and there are limited spots set aside. 
For more information regarding Senior Portraits and Baby Ads please go to our  
website: www.vsaayearbook.weebly.com  



 



 







 

Parents: New Tech for Students! 
 
By the time you read this, VSAA students will have their own 
Chromebooks! Here’s a quick summary of things for you to know to 
help them succeed with their new devices. 

 

 

Email 

All student will have school Gmail accounts. Both accounts can be checked from any internet-connected de-
vice. 
 
Google Drive/Saving 
Students will also have Google Drive accounts, which is where they should always save files, rather than onto 
their Chromebook. Google Drive files are available from any device. The benefit of this is that if their Chrome-
book has to be turned in for repair—or if the student misplaces it—then their files will still be waiting for 
them. 
 
Password Management 
Students need to practice caution with their login so that others can’t get into their email and Google Drive. 
This information should never be shared with others. Students can change their own Google password at any 
time if they believe others may be accessing their files. They also have instant access to tech help via the blue 
Student Tech Help icon; this is on the Clever page that launches every time they log into their device. 
 

Keeping Track of the Chromebook 
All students will identify their Chromebooks with a tag on the back and a name strip on the front. Although 
the power source will also be identified with each student’s name, the two-part cord should stay at home 
after the first day of check out. This practice means students will always know where their cord is and they 
can avoid fines. 
 
There is no way to track the location of a Chromebook. Students need to practice mindfulness so they don’t 
set down their device and forget to pick it up. We are not able to help them find it! If a student is unable to 
find his/her device, the best thing to do is retrace steps and check the library or main office for found devic-
es. 
 
Screens 
Chromebooks should always be closed (with the glass side facing in) when the device is not in use. This will 
help prevent broken screens and it will save battery life. 

For other Chromebook tips, students should visit our VSAA Student Hub at https://arts.vansd.org/vsaa-
student-hub. We also have a VSAA Parent Hub at https://arts.vansd.org/vsaa-parent-hub. 
 

Here’s to a productive year! 

Angelique, VSAA Tech 

https://arts.vansd.org/vsaa-student-hub
https://arts.vansd.org/vsaa-student-hub
https://arts.vansd.org/vsaa-parent-hub
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Andy Johnson is excited to be joining the VSAA faculty as a new math teacher, having heard nothing 
but rave reviews of the school. He will be teaching Math 2, Math 3, and Algebra 1. 

Andy grew up in Nashville, Tennessee, but, believe it or not, he's not into country music (except for a 
soft spot for Johnny Cash) or NASCAR. Before discovering the beautiful Pacific Northwest, he lived in a 
half dozen other locations in the U.S., as well as in Ireland, Norway, Germany, and Russia. He hopes his 
nomadic ways have helped him fully extinguish his once thick Southern drawl.  

Although this is Andy's first position as a schoolteacher and math teacher, he isn't new to the teaching 
profession: Prior to getting his MAT at Concordia University, he was a philosophy professor for 10 
years in Springfield, Missouri. During that time, Andy gradually came to three conclusions: First, too 
few college students have acquired, in their previous schooling, the skills they ought to possess in critical 
thinking and logical reasoning, and secondary-level math instruction is a promising means for impart-
ing such skills. Second, given today's increasingly high-tech economy, expertise in math is far more use-
ful than expertise in philosophy. Third, the prospect of living out the remainder of his working life in 
southwest Missouri filled him with dread!  

In his free time, Andy enjoys hiking in the mountains, playing Scrabble, keeping up with the news, and 
(dare he say it in these parts?) rooting on the Los Angeles Dodgers and the Milwaukee Bucks. 

He is looking forward to working with, and learning from, his new colleagues at VSAA.. 

 

 

Can I just say how excited I am to be the new secretary at VSAA? My name is Annie Blair and I have 
been the secretary at Lake Shore Elementary for the past 6 years. This is a full circle moment for me as 
my daughter Dusti attended VSAA for 7 years (graduated in 2012) and I was always saying to her that I 
wanted to attend VSAA too and now look, that wish has come true! Here I am. 

I have a son, Levi, who attends WSU Pullman (Go Cougs!) He graduated from Skyview. I most enjoy 
spending time with my kids. As a family we love to hike, camp, kayak and travel.  

I am thrilled to be a part of the VSAA family. I have big shoes to fill and am eager to learn my new po-
sition and get to know the students and families as well as the staff. Hope you all had a great summer 
and I look forward to meeting you.  

AnnaMarie Blair 





 
 
 
 
 
 

For our FULL calendar, visit  
VSAA school’s website at  

http://arts.vansd.org   
Some upcoming events:   

 
   
      
     SEPTEMBER 
2     NO SCHOOL - LABOR DAY 
9     Early Release 3:25 pm 
16  Early Release 3:25 pm 
17  Curriculum Night 6;30—8:30 pm  
23  Early Release 3:25 pm 
24  Photo Make-up/Retakes 
30   Early Release 3:25 pm 
  

        OCTOBER 
7  Early Release 3:25 pm 
11  No School—Inservice Day 
14  Early Release 3:25 pm 
16  2-Hr Early Release for Parent Conferences 2:05 pm 
17  2-Hr Early Release for Parent Conferences 2:05  pm 
18  No School—Parent Conferences 8am—12:00 pm 
21  Early Release 3:25 pm 
22  Vocal Informance 7 pm 
23  NHS Blood Drive 
26  Fall Ball Dance 8-11 pm 
28  Early Release 3:25 pm 
29  Middle School Social  
     Front Cover Photo -  Rob Brown  
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Notice of Nondiscrimination 
 
Vancouver Public Schools is an Equal Opportunity district in education programs, activities, 
services, and employment. The district does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, 
color, religion, sex, national origin, marital status, sexual orientation, including gender expres-
sion or identity, age, families with children, honorably discharged veteran or military status, the 
presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or 
service animal. The district provides equal access to the Boy Scouts of America and other 
designated youth groups. The district complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 402 of the Vietnam Era Veter-
ans Readjustment Act of 1974, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act, Older Worker Protection Act, and all 
other state, federal, and local equal opportunity laws.   You may also contact any of the follow-
ing people by writing to them at Vancouver School District, PO Box 8937, Vancouver, Wash-
ington 98668-9837 or by calling 360-313-1000 
 

ADA and Affirmative Action Kathy Everidge and Starla Manchester; Title VII and IDEA Daniel 
Bettis; Section 504 Laura Bergeron; Title IX Elementary Debra Hale; Title IX Secondary Chris 
Olsen: Athletic Equity Jim Gray. This notification can be provided in the appropriate language 
for communities of national origin and minority persons with limited English language skills by 
contacting 360-313-1250 

Here is the link to VPS Policies and Procedures: 
 
https://www.boarddocs.com/wa/vpswa/Board.nsf/
goto?open&id=B36K244E4DB5# 
 
3205 Sexual Harassment 
3210 Nondiscrimination 


